
Sermon # 651                   Listen and Don’t drift away! 
Heb 2:1 ¶ Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we have 
heard, lest we drift away. 

 According to an old story, an ungodly farmer died and it was discovered in his 
will that he left his farm to the Devil. In the court, they didn’t quite know 
what to do with his bequest – how do you give a farm to the Devil? Finally, 
the judge decided: “The best way to carry out the wishes of the deceased is 
to allow the farm to grow weeds, the soil to erode, and the house and barn 
to rot. In our opinion, the best way to leave something to the Devil is to do 
nothing.” We can leave our lives to the Devil the same way – by doing 
nothing, by drifting wherever the current drives us. 

 Give heed to, pay close attention to 
 2 For if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every 
transgression and disobedience received a just reward, 

 Referring to the Mosaic law. 
 Ac 7:53 "who have received the law by the direction of angels and have not 

kept it." 
 3 how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first began 
to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him, 

 This is a word to believers, not to the unsaved. The danger described 
isn’t rejecting salvation (though the principle certainly applies there also), but 
the danger is neglecting salvation. 

 Remember that Hebrews was written as an encouragement and warning to 
discouraged Christians. It was written to those who neglect an abiding walk 
with Jesus. 

 A reason many neglect their salvation is because they never see it as 
salvation. They see it merely as receiving something, not as 
being rescued from something. 

 Joh 16:33 "These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have 
peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have 
overcome the world." 

 4 God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with various miracles, 
and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will? 

 2Pe 1:21 for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God 
spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. 



 Bearing witness that the word spoken was indeed genuine. Today we use the 
Bible as a witness to the validity of the message. 

 5 ¶ For He has not put the world to come, of which we speak, in subjection to 
angels. 
 6 But one testified in a certain place, saying: "What is man that You are mindful 
of him, Or the son of man that You take care of him? (Ps. 8:4-6) 
 7 You have made him a little lower than the angels; You have crowned him with 
glory and honor, And set him over the works of Your hands. 

 Ge 1:27,28 So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He 
created him; male and female He created them. 28 Then God blessed them, 
and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over 
every living thing that moves on the earth." 

 8 You have put all things in subjection under his feet." For in that He put all in 
subjection under him, He left nothing that is not put under him. But now we do 
not yet see all things put under him. (under man) 

 The promise is not yet fulfilled in man but it has been in Jesus 
 Mt 28:18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been 

given to Me in heaven and on earth. 
 9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering 
of death crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might taste 
death for everyone. 

 Jesus 100% God and 100% man 
 Ro 5:12-19  
 
10 ¶ For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and by whom are all 
things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make the captain of their salvation 
perfect through sufferings. 
 “Now, seeing that it is the will of the Lord to lead us to glory by the Captain 

of our salvation, I want you to be worthy of your Leader. Do you not think 
that, sometimes, we act as if we had no Captain? We fancy that we have to 
fight our way to heaven by the might of our own right hand, and by our own 
skill; but it is not so. If you start before your Captain gives you the order to 
march, you will have to come back again; and if you try to fight apart from 
your Captain, you will rue [regret] the day.” (Spurgeon) 



 11 For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of one, 
for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren, 

 Sanctified means to be set apart. 
 It is not remarkable that I am unashamed to associate with Jesus. But it is 

remarkable that He is not ashamed to call us brethren. 
 12 saying: "I will declare Your name to My brethren; In the midst of the 
assembly I will sing praise to You." (Ps 22:22) 
 13 And again: "I will put My trust in Him." And again: "Here am I and the children 
whom God has given Me." 
 14 ¶ Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself 
likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had 
the power of death, that is, the devil, 
 15 and release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to 
bondage. 

 As we saw in Ro. 5 death came through the flesh and blood of man’s 
disobedience, thus life also must come through the flesh and blood of Jesus’ 
obedience. Only flesh and blood can atone for flesh and blood. The Spirit 
could not nor the angels only God in flesh and blood could atone for our sin. 

 16 For indeed He does not give aid to angels, but He does give aid to the seed of 
Abraham. 

 Ga 3:7-9 Therefore know that only those who are of faith are sons of 
Abraham. 8 And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles 
by faith, preached the gospel to Abraham beforehand, saying, "In you all the 
nations shall be blessed." 9 So then those who are of faith are blessed with 
believing Abraham. 

 17 Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He might be 
a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make 
propitiation (atonement) for the sins of the people. 
 18 For in that He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He is able to aid those 
who are tempted. 

 Heb 4:15 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. 

 1Co 10:13 No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to 
man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what 
you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that 
you may be able to bear it. 


