
Sermon # 639 
Mt 23:1 ¶ Then Jesus spoke to the multitudes and to His disciples, 
2 saying: "The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat. 

 The literal translation is; have seated themselves in Moses seat. Meaning they 
had no authority, to introduce legalism into the law as they were doing. It was 
the priests responsibility to administer the law rightly. 

 Mal 2:6,7 The law of truth was in his mouth, (the priest) And injustice was 
not found on his lips. He walked with Me in peace and equity, And turned 
many away from iniquity. 7 "For the lips of a priest should keep 
knowledge, And people should seek the law from his mouth; For he is the 
messenger of the LORD of hosts.  

 3 "Therefore whatever they tell you to observe, that observe and do, but do not do 
according to their works; for they say, and do not do. 

 Mt. 15:6 And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the 
commandments of men.'" 

4 "For they bind heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on men's shoulders; 
but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers. 
 5 "But all their works they do to be seen by men. They make their phylacteries 
broad and enlarge the borders of their garments. 
 6 "They love the best places at feasts, the best seats in the synagogues, 
 7 "greetings in the marketplaces, and to be called by men, 'Rabbi, Rabbi.' 
 8 "But you, do not be called 'Rabbi'; for One is your Teacher, the Christ, and you 
are all brethren. 
 9 "Do not call anyone on earth your father; for One is your Father, He who is in 
heaven. 
 10 "And do not be called teachers; for One is your Teacher, the Christ. 
11 "But he who is greatest among you shall be your servant. 
 12 "And whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself 
will be exalted. 

 Jesus now turns His attention to the religious leaders 
  The following 8 woes,  are contrasted with the 8 beatitudes.  
 Mt 5:3-10 ¶ "Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. 4 Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be comforted. 5 
Blessed are the meek, For they shall inherit the earth. 6 Blessed are those 
who hunger and thirst for righteousness, For they shall be filled. 7 Blessed 
are the merciful, For they shall obtain mercy. 8 Blessed are the pure in 
heart, For they shall see God. 9 Blessed are the peacemakers, For they shall 



be called sons of God. 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for 
righteousness' sake, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

13 ¶ "But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut up the 
kingdom of heaven against men; for you neither go in yourselves, nor do you 
allow those who are entering to go in. 
14 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you devour widows' 
houses, and for a pretense make long prayers. Therefore you will receive greater 
condemnation. 
 15 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel land and sea to 
win one proselyte, and when he is won, you make him twice as much a son of 
hell as yourselves. 
 16 "Woe to you, blind guides, who say, 'Whoever swears by the temple, it is 
nothing; but whoever swears by the gold of the temple, he is obliged to perform it.' 
 17 "Fools and blind! For which is greater, the gold or the temple that sanctifies 
the gold? 
 18 "And, 'Whoever swears by the altar, it is nothing; but whoever swears by the 
gift that is on it, he is obliged to perform it.' 
 19 "Fools and blind! For which is greater, the gift or the altar that sanctifies the 
gift? 
 20 "Therefore he who swears by the altar, swears by it and by all things on it. 
 21 "He who swears by the temple, swears by it and by Him who dwells in it. 
 22 "And he who swears by heaven, swears by the throne of God and by Him who 
sits on it. 
 23 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe of mint and 
anise and cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice 
and mercy and faith. These you ought to have done, without leaving the others 
undone. 

 Mic 6:6-8 ¶ With what shall I come before the LORD, And bow myself 
before the High God? Shall I come before Him with burnt offerings, With 
calves a year old? 7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, Ten 
thousand rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, The 
fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? 8 He has shown you, O man, what is 
good; And what does the LORD require of you But to do justly, To love 
mercy, And to walk humbly with your God? 

24 "Blind guides, who strain out a gnat and swallow a camel! 
 25 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you cleanse the outside of 
the cup and dish, but inside they are full of extortion and self-indulgence. 
 26 "Blind Pharisee, first cleanse the inside of the cup and dish, that the outside of 
them may be clean also. 



 27 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed 
tombs which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are full of dead 
men's bones and all uncleanness. 
 28 "Even so you also outwardly appear righteous to men, but inside you are full 
of hypocrisy and lawlessness. 
 29 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! Because you build the tombs 
of the prophets and adorn the monuments of the righteous, 
 30 "and say, 'If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we would not have been 
partakers with them in the blood of the prophets.' 
 31 "Therefore you are witnesses against yourselves that you are sons of those who 
murdered the prophets. 
 32 "Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers' guilt. 
 33 "Serpents, brood of vipers! How can you escape the condemnation of hell? 

 What do we walk away with? There is only one way to the Kingdom of God it 
is not by outward manifestations of a pseudo spirituality. These blind guides, 
were leading people down the wrong path thinking they knew the way to the 
kingdom of God, but indeed it was the way to hell! There is only one way, and 
that is through a right relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 Joh 14:6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through Me. 

 Ro 10:8,9 But what does it say? "The word is near you, in your mouth and in 
your heart" (that is, the word of faith which we preach): 9 that if you confess 
with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised 
Him from the dead, you will be saved. 

 Ac 4:12 "Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under 
heaven given among men by which we must be saved." 

 It is very sad that this discourse to the peoples and the leaders was His last, it 
grieved His heart to see the truth of God in absolute darkness and His 
confrontation of all who would listen was His last effort to bring light into 
very dark hearts.  

 Christian beware for there are many blind guides and false prophets in the 
world today that will lead millions to their spiritual deaths and the poor lost 
sheep, who do not know the Word, will follow them blindly to their doom. 

 Jas 3:1 ¶ My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing that we 
shall receive a stricter judgment. 

  2Pe 2:1 ¶ But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there 
will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive 



heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves 
swift destruction. 

 34 ¶ "Therefore, indeed, I send you prophets, wise men, and scribes: some of 
them you will kill and crucify, and some of them you will scourge in your 
synagogues and persecute from city to city, 
 35 "that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on the earth, from the 
blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah, son of Berechiah, whom you 
murdered between the temple and the altar. 
36 "Assuredly, I say to you, all these things will come upon this generation. 

 Indeed they did in 70 AD with the destruction of the temple and Jerusalem, 
they ceased to be a nation until 1948. 

 37 "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who 
are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen 
gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! 
 38 "See! Your house is left to you desolate; 
 39 "for I say to you, you shall see Me no more till you say, 'Blessed is He who 
comes in the name of the LORD!'" 

 Do I, Do We, weep for the  lost of this, our generation, do we pass them by 
without a second glance. We are all guilty. Not to load us down, with regret, 
but to inspire us, to “seek first the Kingdom of God” As Jesus stated last week 
in Mt. 22:21 "Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to 
God the things that are God's." We are God’s hands and feet to be about His 
business. As we pursue God from the inside out the Holy Spirit will take care 
of our transformation all we have to do is yield to Him in all things be able to 
proclaim as Christ did in the garden Lu. 22:42 … “nevertheless not My will, 
but Yours, be done." 


